Shobrooke Parish Council Meeting

Draft Minutes from the meeting of Shobrooke Parish Council held at the Vil-
lage Hall on Wednesday 14th January 2026 at 7:30pm

In attendance: Cllr Jones (Chair) ClIr Furse (Vice Chair)
Cllr Leeming Clir Balkwill
MDDC Tuffin DCC Keable
Clerk: Mrs. Clarke 0 Councillors of the public

01/01/26 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the January Parish Council meeting. Apologies for absence were
received from Clir Collier.

02/01/26 There were no declarations of Interest
03/01/26 Minutes of the last meeting held on the 12th November 2026 were agreed and signed as a true record.
04/01/26 Reports were received from MDDC Councillors Tuffin and Clir Keable

Councillor Tuffin Report: Councillor Tuffin highlighted a fully funded business support grant administered by
Prosper and confirmed that Christmas tree collections continue until the end of January. Recycling initiatives were
noted, including the pots and pans scheme, along with the installation of new access gates at Tiverton and
Crediton leisure centres to prevent disruptions caused by traveller encampments. Local government
reorganisation was discussed, with costs projected to exceed £1 billion, councillor numbers reduced by more than
half, and new authorities proposed around a 500,000 population model. The Warm Homes Grant was also
referenced, with assistance available for applications via links to be published on the parish council website. An
extension of the 30 mph speed limit beyond a junction was welcomed, reflecting earlier parish council requests.

Devon County Councillor Keables report, published in full on the parish website, covered pedestrian safety and
footpath issues near the junction and bridge, with potential use of Section 106 developer funding to improve links
between the sports fields and Shobrooke Park. Officers have been asked to explore reinstating or creating an
alternative route. A major update was provided on the Boniface Trail, which received unanimous approval from
Devon Cabinet. After extensive consultation, the route will follow the A377 from the Tesco roundabout to Newton
St Cyres, with known pinch points requiring further design work. At Cowley Bridge, a new bridge is proposed
alongside existing crossings, with costs estimated at around £6 million.

Wider A377 improvements were discussed, including the potential compulsory purchase of properties at key
pinch points to enable long-term transport planning. Rail investment proposals were also outlined, with passenger
numbers on the Barnstaple line nearing one million annually and plans to increase capacity through line doubling,
new signalling, and passing loops. Finally, housing growth requirements were noted, with Mid Devon needing
6,000 new homes over 20 years and Crediton potentially expanding by over 1,000 homes. Local government
reorganisation is expected to lead to elections for new unitary authorities next year, while parish boundaries will
remain unchanged.

05/01/26 Parish council - Matters arising:

05.01 Snow Warden / Salt Spreading - The parish has no Snow Warden and no salt spreader, though a resident
has offered assistance if equipment is available. Grit supplies are depleted, and refilling bins was agreed,
particularly for vulnerable residents. The purchase of a salt spreader will be considered at a future meeting.

05.02 Property Adjacent to the Village Hall - MDDC Intentions

The Council discussed the cottages and adjoining land next to the Village Hall, noting their potential for
development and parking to support the Hall’s long-term viability. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Mid
Devon District Council to clarify their intentions once the property becomes vacant.

05.03 Litter Bin and Dog Bin at Shobrooke Park — Update
Confirmation was received that both a litter bin and dog bin are installed at the main entrance to Shobrooke Park.

05.04 Clerk’s Hours -The Clerks hours were lowered last year however changes to compliance with Assertion 10
requires them to go return to 5 hours a week. This was proposed by Clir Jones and seconded by ClIr Balkwill.

06/01/26 Mid Devon District Council

06.01 Planning Applications: - 26/01712/FULL — Land at Brambly Hedge, Efford, Shobrooke Revised drawings for
a sustainable self-build dwelling were considered. Councillors raised no objections and agreed to support the
application.



06.02 Planning Decisions 26/01333/NMA — Oak Cottage, Shobrooke, Crediton it was noted that Permission was
granted.

07/01/26 Co-option - Councillors noted that the council vacancy remains unfilled and acknowledged the ongoing
difficulty in attracting applicants. The Chairman formally resigned with immediate effect. It was confirmed that a
new Chairman will be elected at the May 2026 meeting, and councillors agreed to encourage public attendance at
the March meeting to promote engagement and potential future councillors.

08/01/26 Finance The following payments were approved (no box due to the new accessibility requirements):-

lonus Website for November and December £18.00
A. Clarke Salary for November and December £533.01
Lloyds Bank Charges For November and December £8.50
Sovereign Final Payment for the play field equipment £2955.12

8.01.08 Parish Council Balances and receipts were noted:
Current Account: £1,685.08. Reserve Account: £9,214.40 Receipts: £4.72

Councillors discussed transferring £1,000 from reserves to the current account to ensure sufficient operational
funds until the April precept. The Clerk confirmed this could be actioned.

09/01/26 Roads and Footpaths.

09.01 Councillors confirmed that bridge and handrail repairs are complete. Footpath maintenance was discussed
following the departure of the footpath warden, with members considering a more collective, community-based
approach to monitoring paths, including use of digital tools. The focus is on accurate reporting to meet the
required annual February report, noting that issues are generally identified quickly by regular users. Two
parishioners were identified as potential footpath wardens. It was also noted that posts are to be installed at the
allotments by a contractor, with a quote still awaited.

10/01/26 Play Park

10.01 Councillors noted that discount negotiations were unsuccessful. New swings have been installed. It was
confirmed that the nurtured tree is healthy and now multi-stemmed, with its future planting location to be
carefully considered.

01/01/26 Clerks Report: The Clerk reported on correspondence, including a consultation on caravan and mobile
homes policy, post-Christmas recycling changes, and ongoing accessibility and compliance requirements. Official
council emails will be introduced due to Assertion 10 Requirements

Planning training is scheduled for 26 March. Councillors discussed issues with travellers and long-term parked
vehicles at the leisure centre and trading estate, and the Clerk will submit a council response. A missing OS map
will also be followed up.

12/01/26 Miscellaneous matters/ correspondence Neighbourhood Watch reported - no incidents,

13/01/26 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda:Salt spreader purchase. Footpaths reporting
arrangements.

14/01/26 Date of next meeting: Wednesday 11 March 2026. The Chairman closed the meeting at: 20:48pm
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