

Shobrooke Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Village Hall on

Wednesday 15 February 2023
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm
Members Present 

Cllr C Furse (Chair)




Cllr A Jones 

Cllr L Balkwill (acting) Parish Clerk


Cllr G Barnell
Public Participation

Sandra Collier attended as she is soon (July) to take up the post of Vicar of Shobrooke Parish.  Clerk to email dates of future PC meetings to Sandra who may attend further meetings when duties allow.
Formal Business

01/02/23
Apologies  

Cllr M Squires 
02/02/23
Declaration of Interest



None noted
03/02/23
Minutes of the last meeting held on Wednesday 18 January 2023 (previously circulated)




Agreed and signed as a true record
04/02/23
To consider any applicants for co-option 



Standing orders to be suspended to allow discussion with candidates.  A potential applicant has been invited to attend the next meeting for possible co-option.   

05/02/23
Mid Devon District Council

5.1


Planning Applications: 




None

5.2

Planning Decisions:
None

5.3

Report from MDDC Councillor, Cllr Graeme Barnell on MDDC business relevant to the parish including update on affordable housing 



There is potentially Section 106 monies available from the Libbets Grange (Peddlers Pool) development.  Sandford Parish is considering using it for a cycleway between Sandford and Crediton, however this is still in discussion.  Shobrooke Parish may also be able to benefit from this money and there was discussion on possible options for it’s use, including potential traffic calming measures or improvements to parish footpaths.  Clerk to contact Footpath Officer at Devon CC to explore if/how Section 106 monies can be used for footpaths.  Further discussion and ideas to be explored at next PC meeting.  



Affordable housing in Shobrooke Village to be discussed at next meeting.


Cllr GB together with Crediton and District Parishes is in discussions with the Ted Wragg Trust (which QE School is part of), to understand future plans for the current school site and buildings and the potential future location of the school.  


There are also ongoing discussions with the federation of schools regarding the current primary school provision in Crediton and what plans are in place to cater for the new Libbets Grange development and whether a new primary school will be built.  
06/02/23
Finance

6.1

Parish Council receipts Current Account: 


Noted – no change since last month

6.2

Parish Council payments Current Account:


Noted – no change since last month

6.3

To approve authorisers/signatories for this month’s online payments
Cllr C Furse and Cllr A Jones to approve £2,802.20 to Wicksteed for balance for new play park equipment now that Valencia Communities fund grant has been paid.  Additionally £100 to Mid Devon Mobility and £50 to North Devon CAB.
6.4

Balances:

6.4.1   Parish Council Current Account balance: £4,498.40.  £2802.20 being approved to Wicksteed as balance for new play equipment after Valencia Communities Grant of £10k. 


6.4.2   Parish Council Footpath balance (in above current account figure): £311.74

6.4.3   Parish Council Reserve Account balance: £7,806.90 (£4,000.00 ringfenced for further play equipment)

6.5

Financial Statement and Budget Monitor 



Noted

07/02/23
Road and Footpaths

7.1

Outstanding Road and Footpath issues - none
7.2

New issues identified – it was noted that new potholes developing especially around Raddon Cross and by Shobrooke Park.  Photographic evidence to be captured to aid reporting.
7.2.1

It was noted that some members of the parish are setting up a community speedwatch through the village.

7.2.2

A road closure notice has been received for the road from Shobrooke Cross to Wyke Cross from 10th May to 12th May inclusive.



08/02/23

Parish Council

8.1

None

09/02/23
Councillor’s Reports


9.1 
To consider any Councillor reports for areas of responsibility  
Battery low in Shobrooke defibrillator, Cllr A Jones to contact Primary Care to enquire about getting a new battery for it.  

9.2

Playing Fields  

9.2.1

Weekly inspections report and update on maintenance – noted, roundabout has a squeak, Cllr A Jones to look into.
9.2.2

Valencia have paid £10k grant direct to Wicksteed leaving balance of £2802.20 for PC to pay.  Payment awaiting approval.

9.2.3

Cllr A jones to complete new grant application to Valencia Communities Fund for new swings.
10/02/23
Clerk’s Report

10.1

Clerk in correspondence with potential new Clerk and has arranged date for interview.  Cllr A jones and Cllr C Furze to attend.  Clerk to check existing contract and update if necessary.  It was noted that previous clerk Jane Hole started with a 6 month probationary period.   It was also noted that PC meetings will need to change to the 2nd Wednesday in each month to allow potential new clerk to carry out existing clerk duties for another PC.
10.2

Clerk has received an enquiry as to what may be happening to celebrate the Coronation.  It was noted that the Red Lion propose to open the pub and garden for the parish to bring food for a party and games on Sunday 6th May. 


11/02/23
Devon County Council

11.1

Report from DCC Councillor, Cllr M Squires on DCC business relevant to the parish - none
12/02/23
Miscellaneous Correspondence

Clerk to circulate any newsletters received
A list of any other correspondence will be available at the meeting

13/02/23
Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda


None
End of formal business
The meeting closed at 8.30pm

